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Synopsis

This is a biography and astonishing adventure story of a woman who, left a widow in 1927, packed
her five children onto a 25-foot boat and cruised the coastal waters of British Columbia, summer
after summer.Muriel Wylie Blanchet acted single-handedly as skipper, navigator, engineer and, of
course, mum, as she saw her crew through encounters with tides, fog, storms, rapids, cougars and
bears. She sharpened in her children a special interest in Haida culture and in nature itself. In this

book, she left us with a sensitive and compelling account of their journeys.
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Customer Reviews

I've read the the book many times and never tire of it. My father was one of the five children:Peter. |
was only 5 or 6 when Capi died but | can still remember her. She was a very’matter of fact’ woman.
My dad was able to relate many other stories and expand on the ones in the book. When he grew
up he sailed up and down the coast. Only 1 of the 5 children remain alive today and she ( Joan)

resides in Victoria.

| read M. Wylie Blanchet's book, THE CURVE OF TIME, for the first time last summer and decided
to re-read it again this year, as it was so utterly delightful. Ms. Blanchet’s love of nature, the ocean,
her wonderful children and people--from the hermits who lived in splendid isolation on the BC Coast
in the "30’s and ’40’s to the Coast Indians, who left lonely villages behind--is one of the best books
ever. This collection of essays, in no particular chronological order, left me amazed at this

remarkably self-assured widow who made sure her children learned about people, literature and the



beautiful world that surrounded them in British Columbia. It was easy to imagine my own children in
that environment and | could almost see my children swimming with hers in those great sun-warmed
coves in BC. The book ended with the "sense of place" they all felt upon returning to their "Little
House" on Vancouver Island, surrounded by sea and forest. | wish | could somehow learn more

about their lives. Thank you, Timothy Egan for making sure we all knew about this obscure author.

The book is wonderful both for the things that it does and does not say.The book is full of charming
episodes that made me envy them and the certainty and beauty of their life: the rare pleasures this
little family sees in their boat; the way that they read Maeterlinck together; the other pioneering
people they meet on their way.But just as the beauty is very real, so too are the things that she
barely touches on: the loss of her husband; the fear for her children; the decision to turn her back on
the world of the cities. | admired her tremendously for the hard things as well as the easy. The

lyricism of the book was deepened by the clear difficulty of her choices.Highly recommended.

A thoroughly readable account of summers spent in a simpler time. Muriel Wylie Blanchet's
accounts of many consecutive summers spent sailing north from Victoria into the wild, sparesely
populated islands and coastal communities of British Columbia is a delightful read.She prevailed as
a mariner, amateur mechanic, and raconteur at an age and at a point in history when merely being a
widow and mother of 5 young children would have been daunting enough.You can feel the
anticipation of her young family as they embark each year to see new places and meet new friends.
As they grow, so does the reader’s appreciation for the isolation, raw physical beauty, and many
charms of Canada’s west coast.| have referred many friends to this book, and all have become
devotees. You do not need to have ever been to the west coast, or even to have been on a boat, to

appreciate this delightful tale.

This is clearly my favorite book on cruising the Inside Passage and about women. Capi was an
inspiration not only as an adventurer but as a mother, accomplished mariner and author. | only wish
she had written more or that more had been written about this amazing woman. Her literary style
was wonderfully understated. She tells an exciting story of cruising the Inside Passage alone with
five small children as though she were taking an inconsequential stroll around the block. Only those
that have experienced these waters can fully appreciate the courage and self confidence of this

remarkable woman. This book should be mandatory reading for all young girls.



My boyfried and | read this book and because of it took 3 weeks to cruise the Desolation Sound
area. We would read the stories from the book filled with background history as well as Ms.
Blanchet’s excursions in the area and then we would experience it for our selves. Recalling how
Capt. Vancouver discovered the area and then how this single woman with 5 children in the
mid-1920’s experienced this area. It was fabulous and the area is still a lot like it was 50 or even
hundreds of years ago. Breath taking scenery and a sense of peace and freedom is the only way |
can describe my experience of the Inside Passage. | will never be the same and anytime | want to

go back | can through reading the stories in this book.

This book was highly recommended to me by a friend who has cruised the Inside Passage and
explored the islets of British Columbia and Alaska for the past 15 years. Many beautiful places are
vividly described by Ms.’Capi’ Blanchet. The lasting impression is the feeling of having spent time as
a companion to the author and her children as they experience the adventure of travel and
exploration as they cruise far from home in their small boat, in the 1930’s. | enjoyed meeting unique
people like 'Mike’ - the knowledgeable recluse who expresses much of what must be the authors
own philosopy of life. Altogether this little book is a bit of history, a bit of philosophy, and a bit of

adventure. | didn’t want it to end.
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